
lJs Some Peanuts

said they werc in favor of the lar.rcl swa;r

proposed by the llring Back Baseball 
'ltarn.

Bring on the pcanuts ancl (iracker Jackl

Thc  Br ine  Back  Bascba l l ' l eam,

launchecl by Charkrtte Center City

Partners, ( lharlotte Sports ( iornrnission

r r n d  t h c  ( . l r : r r l , r t t .  K r r i g h r s .  i s  , r r r  . r

rnissior-r to rctum Mir-ror l .cagLre Bascbell

to rhe Cle ntcr City after l two-clccaclc

abscncc. Ancl rnorc 1-rcople, businesses
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and Oracker Jack
harlotte Chamber mcnr-

bers are on thc cdge of

tl.reir seats cheering for

thc Bring Back Baseball

]l'am to hit a horne nur.

According to a recent survey of Chambcr

Ircurbers, 8(r percent lue in favor of a sta-

diurn in thc (lcntcr Ciry tt3 percent said an

Uptown ball park woulcl make thenr morc

likcly to attencl a garnc, and 84 percent
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nd orqanizrrtiolls alre joining the tcanl

erv clar'. C)n Tuesday, September 6,

.enter City Partners convened a meeting

of baseball supporters at the Charlotte

Convention Center. Approximately

250 people showed up to lend their

support and ideas and to hear the status

of the team's efforts. With only 50 to

100 people originally expected, the

turnout was surprising and encouraging,

particularly in light of comments from

local officials that they alen't sure how

well the proposal is supported.

J'he tnost uniclte as1.,cct of thc

proposal is tl.rlt thc (lharlottc Knights

have agrced to cover thc cctsts ofdesitning

rnd br-r i ldins the stadirtnr, rvhi le the

counfy would ret ir iu corttrol of the lancl.

No other AAA scltraci in the country h:rs

paicl privately firr a strrclittm. The pro;rosal

also places the burdcn of Second tWarci

rcvitirliz.ation in the hirr.rds of privatc

developers. In fact, the costs to local

government would bc limitccl to birsic

infiastructure, roads and sidewilks.
-l'hc 

beneflts to local government,

however, would be substantial. In adclition

to increased tax revenlle - which would

come from expected higher properry

values of surrounding, privately owned

land and buildings - several areas of

rhe  Center  C i ry  wou ld  exper icnce

a revitalization many Charlotteans

have been fantasizing about for years,

specifically the concrete wastelands of

Second'Ward and the area bound by

Church, Third, Second and Graham

Streets. The proposal also provides

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools with a

viable and economicaily sound means

to replace its substandard headquarters.

Tianslation: less pressure on individual

taxpayers to firnd improvements associated

with this proposal.

And for the people of Charkrttc, the

proposal provicles affbrdable, convenicnt

fanrily cntertainment. Anyone who has becn

to a Charlotte I{lights game knows it's great

firrnily fun ... once voll get there. How

rruch morc fun it would be without h:rving

to cfoss the state linc and bcar tl're ":lre we

tl.rcrc yct" clrorus fiom the back seat'

lf you'vc beetr ir.r Charlotte long

cnough to rcmembcr bascball 's history in

tl're region, you may l'ravc fond mentorics

of the (lharkrtte Hornets (the bascball

tearris moniker long beftrrc baskctball

crrmc to the (]trccn Oity) or thc Ch:rrlotte
()'s. Maybe you cvcrr rvitnessed a few

of bascball 's grcats - Cal Ripken, Eddie

Murray, Harrnon Killebrcw or Tbny Olivr

- early in thcir carecrs at tl'rc old field irr

l)ilworth. C)r rr.raybe you rnissccl a fbw

nlore reccnt stars Jirn Thomc, Mannl'

Ramirez ancl Livan Hcrnandez - who

played fbr the Charlotte Knights ir.r Fort

Mill before goir.rg on to the ma|or leagttes.

It's tinre firr a rrcw gencration of

Charlotteans to fall in love with the

c:rsy rhythn.r of minor league baseball

. .. affordable tickets, warm weather, the

great outdoors, up-and-coming players

working their butts off to achieve their

dreams, the sn.rell of hot dogs on the

breeze, the intimate atmosphere of a

smaller stadium, the crack of the bat

. . . and the l ist goes on. If you want

to help or lerrl) more' visir www'

bringbaseballback.com. Sign the petit ion

to bring baseball back. 'Write a letter to

local officials. And teach your little ones

to sing, "Take me out to the ball game.

Thke me out with the crowd. ..." V
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